TYPES OF FICTION

estates, in vast fertile valleys, steeped in a drowsy antiquity,
and cherished by fine, unworldly priests. Against this rich
background she set a story which begins in peace, blackens to
hard and ugly tragedy, and then grows at the end to peace
again. The pomp of the setting, the strength of the contrasts,
the eloquence, the intensity, the passionate color: these domi-
nate, almost submerge, the problem with which the narrative
is concerned; but they also tend to lift it above controversy,
into those higher regions of the imagination in which particu-
lar acts of injustice take on a universal significance.

Ramona was a local color novel which had a passionate
aim and a large historical background as well as quaint sur-
faces. Two novels of the Mississippi Valley, G. W. Cable's
The Grandissimes (1880) and E. W. Howe's The Story of a
Country Town (1883), illustrate the range which the type
permitted. Cable dealt with the year of the purchase of
Louisiana by the United States, but the entire history of the
old province lies behind his narrative, constantly showing
through; for his scene he chose New Orleans, but action shifts,
at least by report, to plantation and bayou, forest and swamp.
In the characters there is a mingling of races: French and
Spanish and German and Yankee, Creole and quadroon, In-
dian aborigines, and Negro slaves who speak a strange jargon
of French and English but who have the instincts of Africa
in their blood. This New Orleans is a city of austere castes
and almost incomprehensible customs, never too obviously
explained, though hinted at with laughing dexterity. The cen-
tral plot, which shows the houses of Grandissime and De
Grapion at war and then reconciles and unites them by
marriage, loses itself, unfortunately, in a maze of episodes.
But the episodes glitter under a treatment and a style which is
allusive, sparkling, felicitous. In comparison, The Story of a
Country Town moves with the cold tread and hard diction
of a saga. E. W. Howe, whose first book this was, apparently
did not know how to give it the sense of locality. It is as if
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